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The use of perfinned postage stamps was widely promoted as a 
deterrant against the pilfering of the stamps, prompted by cases where 
office boys and others had been brought before the courts for such 
pilfering. Notwithstanding this publicity, there were still some who 
succumbed to temptation, and stole perfinned stamps. When the 
offenders were caught, the perfinned stamps were conclusive evidence 
of their rightful owners. 





IN THE POLICE COURTS. 
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YOUNG MAN'S CONFESSION. 

George King, the young man who was committed 
for trial on Tuesday last on two charges of house- 
breaking and stealing from the premises of the 
London Stores and Messrs, T. Gaunt and Co., was 
brought before Mr. Cresswell, P.M., and Mr. Gold- 
spink, J.P., at the oF Court yesterday, on two 
further chuya of having broken into and stolen 
stam chisela to ota value of £2 from 
Sanie Sor Morris and Meeks, ironmongers, Little Co!- 
lins-street, on July 18; and with having on Sep- 
tember 2) broken into and stolen Se curtains 
and a travelling-beg, valued at £3, from the 
premises of Messrs. Lion and Mosley, in Russell- 
strect. Accused pleaded guilty to both the 
charges. 

Detective Hawkina said the changes were pre- 
ferred in consequence of certain admissions madc 
hy the accused. At his lodgings in Glenferrie, wii- 

ness found the curtains and travelling bag, which 
cad been stolen. Accused’s landlord told him 
that he had accepted the curtains from the ac- 
cused in agg bog for board and lodging. Ac- 
cused mid he had eo om Poe sale. A 


ntit ky ion 
Tete ae: TOn end Monks) bad “pretation 
uk his u 
After further evidence, Mr. Cresswell committed 
the accused for trial at the — Sittings of 
the Supreme Court on November 

















Fig. 1. Theft of “M&M” perfinned stamps 


Three such cases have been found reported in Australian newspapers. 
In “The Argus”, Melbourne, Victoria, it was reported that stamps with 
the perfin “M & M” (M&M.1) were found in the possession of the 
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thief (see Figure 1). They had been stolen from the premises of 
Messrs. Morris and Meeks on July 19, 1910. The accused pleaded 
guilty and was sentenced to 3 years’ imprisonment on 25 Nov. 1910. 




















sche lacs BRICKLAYER SENTENCED 
Thieves gained an entrance to the FEELS 
premises of Goldsbrough, | Mort and) | Ten Meaths’ Jali On Two 
Adelaide. ‘on Tuesday night, and stole Charges 
perforated with the letters In the Criminal Court yesterday, Arthur 
“GM. & Ltd.” valued at £7 17/. | | Howitt 22, bricklarer, of ioken” oe 
Entry was meal by forcing a window. laro of Goldbrough, Mor & Co., Ltd.. at 


“June 17, and stolen 

Fig. 2. Theft of “GM&COLTD” stamps, See set ton oe 

perfinned stamps ag he aya 

| September 20, and stolen goods to the value 
lof £16/17/6, appeared for sentence. 

Mr, R. R. Chamberlain (Crown Baap: 
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In the second case, “The Advertiser”, Adelaide, South Australia, 
reported stamps with perfin “G.M. & Co. Ltd”? were stolen from the 
premises of Goldsbrough, Mort & Co. Ltd on 17 June 1930 (see 
Figure 2). The arrested man originally pleaded “not guilty”, but 
changed his plea at his trial. He received a sentence of 10 months’ 
imprisonment with hard labour for the theft. 


The third case is highly unusual — the “felons” were 5 boys aged 
between 5 years and 11 years old! Figure 4 shows the newspaper 
report of their court appearance on 8 January 1913. Other reports, 
including the children’s own evidence, appeared separately over the 
course of the court proceedings. Various boys said that they broke 
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into the Pyrmont [industrial inner suburb of Sydney - JM] branch of 
the Government Savings Bank of New South Wales on New Year’s 
Day, a Wednesday. One boy 
said “We saw a notice on the 
door of the bank, ‘Closed on 
Wednesday’, so we broke into 
it.” Another said “We saw an 
open window and got in.” A 
third boy said “We found the 
key of the safe in the tin box 
and opened the safe.” The two 
youngest boys, aged 5 and 7 
years, had remained outside to 
keep watch! Detectives 
investigating the theft found 
“On the desk just inside the 
bank window the marks of a 
child’s bare feet”. The stolen 
property was recovered under 
their parents’ residences in a 
nearby suburb, “and both the 
Fig. 4. cheques and stamps [were] too 
Theft from Government Savings Bank dirty to be used again”. The 
perfinned stamps were stated to 

have a denomination of one penny, so there were nearly 800 of them. 





The two older boys were released on probation to the custody of their 
mothers for 18 months, on condition that they be of good behaviour, 
attend church on Sunday and day-school regularly, and keep out of 
bad company and away from the other boys charged. The third older 
boy was a second offender and was remanded for discipline to the 
shelter for fourteen days. The youngest two had, on the previous day, 
been committed to a correction centre on two other charges of 
breaking and entering, and were not further punished. 


The three perfins are shown in Figures 5, 6 and 7 (not actual size). 
Due to the case of the reporting of the theft of the “M&M” perfinned 
stamps, the identity of the user, having been previously suspected from 
matching directory entries, has now been able to be confirmed. 
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